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Mac and JUDGMENT, ©. 


A SERMON, 
o N 


ISAIAH viii. 16. Bind up the teſtimony, ſeal the law 
among my diſciples. 


HILE judgments were impending upon the 

Jews, the Lord warns the prophet Iſaiah, and 

dy him his people, againſt the fear of man 
which cauſeth a ſnare, yer. 12. of this chapter ; and 
propoſes to them the fear of God, as an antidote a- 
gainſt this ſinful fear of man, ver. 13. Sanctiß the 
Lord of Hoſts himſelf, and let him be your fear, and let 
him be your dread. The unſpeakable advantage that 
accrues to the fearers of his name, is propoſed as a mo- 
tive to inforce the exhortation, ver. 14. and he ſhall be 
for a ſanctuary; a place of refuge and defence, where 
his people ſhall be ſafe in the greateſt dangers. But 
withal, the more to inforce this duty, the dreadful 
iflue of uubelief in not fearing God, and not taking up 
with him as their ſanctuary, is ſet before them in a 
clear light in the following part of ver. 14. aud in ver. 
15. for, through their unbelief, he would prove for a 
Stone of lumbling, and for a rock of offence, for a gin 
and for a ſnare, ſo that many among them ſhall ſtum- 
ble, and fall, and be broken, and be ſnared, and be 
taken, The apoſtle Peter, 1 Ep. ii. 8. cites this ſcrip- 
ture, and applies it to Chriſt ; and ſq teaches us, * 
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the * Chriſt is that Jehovah, the Lord of Hoſts, 
who is ſpoken of here, whom we are to ſanctify, to 
make our fear, and our dread; who will be for a 
ſanctuary to all that believe in him: but occaſionally, 
through mens unbelief and diſobedience,---a-ſtone of 
{tumbling and a rock of offence, to all rejecters of him; 
ſo as they fall more dreadfully, than if Chriſt and the 
the goſpel had never been brought near to them. Such 
as fall on this ſtone muſt undoubtedly be broken; and 
4s to all ſuch as are not recovered from their fall, this 
{tone will fall upon them and grind them to powder. 
Life and death being thus 2 before them, the bleſ⸗ 
ſing and the curſe; then comes in our text, delivered 
in the form of a command to the prophet; Bind up the 
teſtimony, ſeal the law among my diſciples. Various o- 
pinions have been embraced, as to the meaning of theſe 
words; but that we may, in a dependence upon the 
Spirit of Truth, find out his meaning in this paſlage, 


let us take ſome particular view thereof, We may 


notice, 


iſt, The ſpeaker here, and that is the Lon of. 


Hoss, the Lord Chriſt, as appears from the preced- 
ing context expreſsly applied to him in the New Teſ- 
tament; and alſo what is ſaid, ver. 18. Behold,” 4 and 
the children which Cod hath given me, is applied to 
Chriſt, Heb. ii. 13. It was he that by his Spirit ſpake 


to the prophets, and it was from him they * their 
commiſſion. ' 


©. 2dly, To whom this infioite perſon pe to the 


prophet IJſaiah immediately : but as what was written 
aforetime was written for our learning; we may conſi- 
der it as not only ſpoken to him, but alſo to the Mini- 


ſters and Servants of Chriſt in after-times i in like cir- 
cumſtances. 


2dly, What be ſpeaks, about; the teſlimeny and the 


law, Theſe words ſeem to point out one and the 
ae One 3 ; and ep be underſtood, not only as point- 


Ih 


ELIT: * 


ng out what God revealed to this prophet concerning 
his way with this people, the coming of the Meſſiab, 
and ſetting up his kingdom in the world; nor- only of 
the Old Teſtament, called the Law and the Teſtimony, 
yer. 20. as then the New Teſtament diſpenſation had 
pot taken place: for though theſe may be more imme- 
diately underſtood, yet we conceive, as the words have 
a reſpect to after-times as well as the days of this pro- 
f phet, or the days of the Old Teſtament church; that 
they may be underſtood of the whole of the doctrine 

of Chriſt, as handed down to us in the whole Bible, in 
the Old and New Teſtament. The word of God in the 
ſcriptures of truth is God's te//zmony to us concerning 
his mind and will; and ſuch a teſtimony as has a bind- 
ing power upon us, obliging us to faith and obedience; 
and fo it is both a feſlimony and a /azv. And eſpecially 
they may be underſtood of the golpel of the grace 

God, which is called a teſtimony, John iii. 32, 33: And 
ſometimes (though when law and goſpel are ftri iCtly 
taken they are oppoſe) it is called a /e40, as Iſaiah ii. 
Out of Zion ſhall go forth the law, and the me of 
the Lord. from Feruſalem. * 

4thly, There is here a commiſſion given, or a com- 
mand delivered to the prophet,” of binding up this teſ- 
timony and caling this law. It muſt be inquired, what 
may be intended by this binding up and ſealing. Bind- 
ing up ſometimes denotes the /afety of a thing, as 
. 1 Sam, xxv. 29. Abigail ſays to David, The ſoul of my 
bord foall be bound in the bundle of life with the 
Lord thy Cod; it ſhould thus be ſafe. Again, binding 
up may dehote a thing's being hid and fecreted; and 
ſome think this is ſo expreſſed in alluſion ro merchants, 
who, after they have expoſed their goods, bind them 
up and put them out of ſigbt when the market is over. 
Scaling ſemetimes denotes a thing being made fure, 
Marth. xxvii. 66. They made the ſe epulchre fare, ſealing 
the feng; and when applied o Et, it points” out 


their 
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their being eſtabliſbed and confirmed ; thus Ahaſuerus's 
decrees we read of in Eſther were ſealed with the 
King's ring. Sealing alſo ſometimes holds forth a 
thing being h:d ; thus the book (Rev. v.) in the right 
band of him that fat on the throne, was ſealed with 
ſeven ſeals ; it is uſual among men, when they have 
wrote, to ſeal their letters, that what is contained in 
them may be kept hid till the feal be opened. Finally, 
ſealing, when applied to the word of God, ſometimes 


_ hgnifies the gracious and abiding impreſſion the word 
makes vpon thoſe whom the Lord deals favingly with, 


through the operation of the divine Spirit accompa- 
nying the miniſtry thereof, Job xxxiii. 16. T hen open- 
eth he the ears of men, and ſealeth their inſtruction: 
and ſo believers are ſaid to be ſealed, by the efficien- 
cy of the Spirit and inſtrumentality of the word, 2 Cor. 
1. 2 2. who hath alſo ſealed us. Though we do not ex- 
clude from the meaning of the text, the teſtimony and 
law its being confirmed and made ſure, having inſtamp- 
ed upon it the ſeal of divine authority, on account of 


which it is to be believed and obeyed ; and its being 


kept ſafe to be tranſmitted pure from generation to ge- 
neration, for it is written for the generations to come : 
yet we conceive that God's hiding the teſtimony and 
law from ſome, and revealing and powerfully applying 
it to others, are the things chiefly intended here. And 
either both theſe may be pointed out in both expreſ- 
ſions in the text, Bind up the teſtimony from the re- 


jecters of the Lord's meſſage, but bind it up, hide it, 


or lay it up as a treaſure among my diſciples, let it be 
hid in their hearts; ſeal the law from unbelievers, but 


| ſeal it upon and among my diſciples: Or rather, the 


diſpenſation of righteous judgment may be held forth 
in the firſt clauſe, bind up the teſtrmony'; and the gra- 


my diſciples. 
8 But 


cious diſpenſation in the ſecond, ſeat the law among . 


19 

But it may be proper to obſerve here, that theſe 
words neither carry in them, on the one hand, that 
the good fruit and efficacy of the labours of Chriſt's 
ſervants depend upon them, they are only the inſtru- 
ments in the Lord's band of this ſcaling work among 
diſciples ; nor on the other hand, that this binding up 
and hiding of the teſtimony is the proper end of their 
miniſtry, or an iſſue that they are to deſire. For the 
are ſent to open mens eyes, and turn them from dark- 


neſs to light; and are earneſtly to with for the ſalva- 


tion of their hearers : but through mens unbelief and 
obſtinacy, the word that is appointed for their illumi- 
nation and ſalvation may prove the occaſion of blinding 
and hardening them; and the Lord may be provoked 
to give this awful commiſſion, Bind up the teſtimony, — 
make the heart of this people fat, and their ears heavy, 
and ſhut their eyes, &c. It is then as if the Lord had 
ſaid to the prophet,. Go on in the faithful diſcharge 
of thy office, declaring the teſtimony and the law : and 
the eſſect ſhall be, that, as to unbelievers and rejecters 
of thy meſſage, the teſtimony {hall be bound up and 
hid from them; but as to my people, the law ſhall be 
ſealed among them, to their ſpiritual benefit and ever- 
Uſting ſalvation; both which ſhall redouud to my glory. 
. 5thly, The character of them among whom the law 


is ſealed; diſciples, my ſcholars, thoſe that learn of 


me; they all pot by theſe doctrines, and by that 
miniſtry by which others are more and more blinded 
and hardened: and this implies the character of theſe, 
on the other hand, from whom the teſtimony is bound 


up; they are ſuch as will not come to Chriſt's ſchool, 


nor ſubmit to his inſtruc tions. 


This ſcripture, as thus explained, was verified ag to 


the miniſtry of the prophers of old, Iſaiah vi. 9, 10. It 


had a ſpecial accompliſhment, in the effects of Chriſt's 


perſonal miniſtry on earth, as appears from Ifaiah xi. 4. 


and John ix. 39. This was allo che caſe, as to miniſtry 


cf 


. 
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ok his apoſtles, 2 Cor. ii. 15, 16. But what was writ- 
ten aforetime was written for our learning: and both 
ſcripture and experience ſhew, that this is alſo the caſe 
with. the miniſtry of Chriſt's ſervants ſince the canon 
of the fcripture was compleated. We take the 815 
of the text to be to this purpoſe, v72, 


That while the miniſters of Criſt do, honed d di- 
vine aſhſtance, faithfully diſcharge their truſt,” in 
declaring his teſtimony and his law in Zion; the 
Lord ſovereiguly makes their miniſtrations to turn 
out to a binding up the teſtimony from many in 2 
way of righteous judgment; and to a ſealing the 
law upon and among others in a way of grace 
and mercy : Bind up the teſlimony, 8 the law 

f a my diſciples. 


As this ſubject ſo nearly concerns us who ate mini- 
ſters, as well as the people; it may not be improper 
to dwell a little upon it on this occafion : by taking a 
more particular view, iſt, Of chis teſimany and laww 
which the miniſters of Chriſt are to declare in Zion, 
and obſerve ſome things as to their declaring of the 
ſame; 2dly, Of this awful bur righteous diſpenſation, 


of binding up the teſtimony, even by their miniſtrations; 


3dly, Of this gracious diſpenſation, of /ealmg the law 


among Chriſt's diſciples, by the ſame miniſtry ; and 


4thly; Subjoining ſome improvement of what may be 


offered: All as the Lord may be bed to direct and 


aſſiſt. We return then. 
I. To take a view of this teſtimany and'/aw which 
"Chriſt's miniſters are to declare in Zion, and to ſay 
ſomething as to their declaring of the ſame. 
iſt, This te/timehy and lat "which the ' miniſters 'of' _ 
_ Chriſt are to declare in Zion, contains all things that 
God has ſeen meet to reveal conceruing himſelf and 
bis vill and that are neceſſary for us to de and rH] | 
riſe, 


: 


( 9') 
tiſe. Me cannot propoſe at preſent, to point out even 
all the great lines of the volume of God's book, He 
ti ein reveals, not only that he is, but what he is in 
his nature and perfections; and that iu the one Gad- 

head there are three diitin& perſons, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, 1 John v. 7. Be therein reveals his e- 
ternal purpoſes, as far as he has ſeen meet to make 
them known; particularly as to the election of ſome 
of his fallen creatures to everlaſting life, and the re- 
probation of others. He plainly makes known man's 
primitive integrity, being created after the image of 
God; and that a proper covenant was made with Adam 
in his upright (tate, as a public perſon and federal head 
to his poſterity ; wherein life was promiſed to him and 
his ſeed upon condition of his obedience, and death 
threatened in caſe of diſobedience, Gen. ii. 16. 17. 
Rom. v. 12. The cavils of corrupt men againſt this 
doctrine are very unreaſonable, if it be conſidered, that 
Adam was every way capable to fullfil the condition 
propoſed ; that his own intereſt was as much at the 
ſtake as that of his poſlerity, and fo their concerns 2s 
ſafe in his hand, who was their common parent, as 
they could have been in their own; and that if be had 
ſtood till his probation had been finſhed,. his poſterity 
were to reap unſpezkable adyantage, and would no 
doubt have all admired this plan of divine wiſdom: 
But what is ſufficient for our belicving this doctrine, 
whoever oppoſe it, is, that it is revealed in- this teſti- 
mony and law. He therein makes known, man's fall 
by the breach of this covenant, Gen. iii. 6. Rom. v. 12. 
and his utter inability to recover bimſelf out of this 
ſtate of ſin and miſery into which he is fallen; as be 
can veither fullfil the law nor ſatisfy the juſt ice of God. 
He thexein reveals the myſtery of redemption, by our 
Lord Jeſus: Chriſt. He makes kucun that eternal 
tranſaction, that council of peace, which was between 
them bath ; unn, of -grice, which is gdered. 
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60) 
in all things and ſure. He reveals the und ertaking of 
the eternal Son of God in that council of peace, in the 
room of an ele& world as their ſurety, Plalm xl. 0. 
Prov. viii. 23, 24. the myſterious conſtitution of his 
perſon as Immanuel, God man; for as he was God by 
nature, God from eternity, he voluntarily became man, 
and fo is God and man iu two diſtin& matures and one 
erſon: his inveſtiture with all ſaving offices, as the 
Propher, Prieſt and King of his church: his bringing: 
in everlaſting righteouſneſs, by a true and proper ſa- 
tis faction in his obedience and ſufferings, as ſubſtitute 
in the law- room. and ſtead of an elect world. He re- 
veals the myſtery of the application of this redemption, 
by the Spirit; in the effectual calling, juſtification, 
ſanctification, and glorification of ſuch as were ordain- 
ed to eternal life: which application of redemption is 
begun and carried on by the means of the goſpel, 


wherein Chriſt is freely gifted and offered to all with- 


out exception; as the appointed mean of gathering in 
thoſe hom he hath choſen. herein he makes known 
the nature and conſtitut ion of his church upon earth 
commanding bis miniſters to ſnew the houſe to the 
houte of Iſrael, that they may meaſure the pattern. 
He makes known what are the doctrines to be believed; 
the ordinances of worſhip to be obſerved, to which no 
thing is to be added, and from which nothing is to be 
taken away. God's ſervant having dealt prudently in 


the inſtitution of theſe ordinances : And alfo he points 


out therein the government appointed in his houſe; 

which is not left ambulatory, elſe Chriſt were not ſo 
faithful as a ſon as Moſes was as a "ſervant, and the 
New Teſtament church were at no ſmall loſs by 
Chriſt's coming: And the government of the church 
muſt not be looked upon as à matter of little conſe- 
quence; it is a6 neceſſary as à wall to a city, ora 


hedge to a vincyard. Therein he reveals and makes 


known the: duties 10 be 9 * church- members ; f 


1 n HIST þ com- 


CO 


n 
eompròheũded in love to God thro? Chriſt, and love to 
one another. And ſo this law and teſtimony is a moſt 
perfect rule, yea the only rule of faith and manners; 
and is every way worthy of its great Author, the ſu- 
»preme Lord and Lawgiver. | | 
2dly, This teſtimony and law is divine; it is the teſ- 
timony of God, and the law of God, Pſalm Ixxviii. 5. 
He atteſts the truth of all that is therein revealed; for 
there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are one: 
-and ir is his authority which is interpoſed in this law, 
for the Lord is our Lawgiver. There is a Thus /aith 
the Lord, as it were, prefixed to every revelation of 
divine truth, and every precept of duty, So it has the 
ſtamp of divine authority upon it, of the authority of 
the God of heaven. Therefore, f Nr 
2diy, This teſtimony and law demands our ſalth and 
-obedience. A teſtimony. is to be credited; and if we 
receive the teſtimony of men, the teſtimony of God is 
greater. This teſtimony 1s to be believed, merely up- 
on the authority of him who bears teſtimony; and he 
that thus receives his teſtimony, hath ſet to his ſeal that 
God is true. This teſtimony is not of ſuch a nature, that 
men may believe it or not as they pleaſe; divine autho- 
rity is therein interpoſed which requires our aſſent, and 
he that believeth not God hath made him a liar,” And 
a law is to be obeyed, becauſe of the authority of the 
lawgiver: ſo is this law, becauſe of the authority of 
the one Lawgiver who is able to ſaye and to deſtroy; 
who is the alone Lord of the conſcience, and has power 
to bind it. To ſtrike out againſt any thing he injoins, 
is rebellion againſt the Majeſty of heaven; and farely 
rebellion is as the fin of witchcraft, and (tubbornneſs is 
as mniquity and idolatry, 1 Sam. xv. 23. 
Ithly, This teſtimony and Jaw is the only criterion 
by which we are to try either doctrines or practices: It 
is the unerring rule, the iouchſtone, Iſaiah viii. 20, 7 
"od SS, | the 
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the law and to the tellimony : if they ſpeat not accord- 
ing to this word, it is becauſe there is nu light in them. 
We are not implicitely-to believe what men ſay, nor ap- 
prove what they do, however great their characters be. 
"The Bereans arc commended as more nobie than thoſe 
in Theſſalonica, becauſe they brought even he dottrine 
of the Apoſtles to the touchſtone of the word to be 
tried, Acts xvii. 11.; and Zohn warns to try the ſpi- 
rits, whether they be of God. And while we judge 
by the word, in a dependence upon the Spirit, ws can- 
not miſtake; for it is more ſure thau a voice from hea- 
ven, 2 Per. i. 9. | 1 


Sthly, The Lord will have this teſtimony and law 


promulgated and declared by goſpel- miniſters in the 
church. The church is the pillar aud ground of the 
truth, Not that the ſcripture derives its authority 
from the church: but it is as a pillar on which truth 
w as it were inſcribed, for its preſervation and pro- 
mulgation, in alluſion to the uſe of pillars of old; and 


as the baſis or ſeat of truth, as in the church truth is 


to be found in its proper ſeat or place. And miniſters 


are as heralds appointed to publiſh this teſtimony and 
Jaw in Zion: I have ſet watchmez upon thy walls, O 


erufulem, which ſhaft never hold their peace, Iſaiah 


Ixii. 6. I have made thee @ watchman unto the houſe of 


4jrael: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them 
warning from me, Ezek. iii. 17. Son of man ſbe the 


houſe to the houſe of Iſrael, that they may be aſbamed of 


their iniguities, and let them meaſure the pattern. 
And i they be aſhamed of all that they have done, 


ſhew them the form of the houſe, and the faſhion there- 


of, and the goings out thereof, and the commgs in there- 
%, and ail the forms thereof, and all the ordinances 


thereof, and all the forms thereof, and all the laws 


thereof : and write it in their fight, that they may keep 


the whole form thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, 
and de them, Ezek. x:ii. 19, 11. Mat, xxvii. 19, 29. 


1 

Go teach all nations teaching them te obſerve all 
things whatſoever I have commanded you and lo, J am 
with you always even to the end of the world. Amen. 
And they are faichfully and impartially to diſcharge this 
truit, without regarding mens feud or favour ;- that they 
may have it to ſay, with the apoſtle of the Geatiles, we 
are pure from the blood of all men, for we have not ſhun 
ned to declare unto you all the counſel of God, 

.  6thly, This reftimony and law, while faithfully pub- 
liſhed and declared in the church, will not fail of an ef- 
te& to the glory of God. The word that goes out of his 
mouth is as the rain-that cometh down and the ſnow 
from heaven, which returneth not thither, but accom- 
pliſheth irs end. It ſhall not return to him void; it will 
either tend to mens ſalvation or their greater condemna- 


tion, ia both which God ſhall be glorified. But this 
leads us, | 
II. To conſider this awful but righteous diſpenſa- 
tion of binding up the teſtimony, and that even as the 
effect of a goſpel miniſtry, And here it may be pro- 
per to obſerve, 
- 1ſt, That the teſtimony and law is hid from men, 
through their natural blindneſs, ignorance and unbelict; 
and through the artifice of Satan, the god of this world, 
who blinds the minds of them that believe not, leſt 
the light of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt ſhould ſhine 
into them. And this way it is hid from all men, conſi- 
dered as to their natural ſtate; for the natural man re- 
ceiveth not the things of the ſpirit. of God, they are fool. 
i/bneſs to bim, neither can he know. them, becauſe the 
are ſpiritually diſcerned. And this natural blindne 
and ignorance is culpable, is our fault; becaufe man 
brought it on himſelf, by his voluntary departure from 
' God. 
Rt zdly, As there 3 is a natural, ſo a contradted blindoehs, 
. as to the great things contained in God's teſtimony and 
un vbereby they come to be further hid, and the 
1 | teſtimony 


— 


(6 4 ) 
teſtimony bound up; as well as there is 4 cbutradted 
hardnefs added to the natural, Zech. vii. 42. They made 
their hearts as an adamanteſlone: We read of this con- 
tracted blindneſs, Mar. xiii. 15. Acts xxviii. 27, For this 


peoples hea#t is waxed groſs, and their ears are dull of 


bearing, und their eyes. they have cloſed, leſi at any time 
they Gould ſes with their'eyesr. Men do actively blind 


themſelves, When they bar out the light, aud will not 


fubmit to the truth; becauſe it may croſs their prevailing 
mclmarion, and what to them ſeems to be cheir intereſt, 

The men who ſent Jeremiah to enquire of the Lord 
for chem, ofeſſed to be lying open to light, and to be 
ready to he inſtructed, Jer. xlii. 1.57. but we fee, 
chap. xliti. 1.8. when they heard the Lord's meſſage, 
they barred out the light and took their own way; and 
is not this the caſe with too many ftiil-? Alſo when men, 
through unaccountable careleſſneſs and negligence, flight 
the means of the Lord's appointment for attaining-ac- 
quaintance with theſe things; they are blinding them- 


felves, and have an active hand in e up the teſti 


mon 
dy, There is a judicial blioding of men, and hiding 
of theſe things from̃ them; even à binding up the teſ- 
timony by God himſelf, ih a way of righteous judgment. 
Thus as the blinding of men is attributed to themſelves, 
as we have ſeen, fo it is to God, John xii. 38. 39. 40. 


Hle hath blinded their: eyes, and hardned their hearts, 
that they ſhould not fee ioith their eyes, &c. Ia, xxix. 
10. 41," The. Lord bath' poured out upon you the pirit 
V deep ſleep, and hath cloſed your eyes. And the viſion 


of all is pda fo 'you as the'words of a book that is ſealed. 


But mens hand, in blinding themſelves, 'is' moſt ſinful ; 
God's hand, in judicially blinding: them, is moſt juſt and 


holy: for, as coming from God, it has the notion of a 
zuſt puniſhment; and he is of purer eyes than that he can 


| behold 3 iniquity or look upon fin, far leſs can he approve * 
it or be the author of! 19 God judicially blinds = 
and 


633 
and bitds vp the teſtimony, not by inſuſmꝶ into 5 dleit 
minds any darkneſs or miſtaken notions of divine things; 
but by withholding that ſupernatural illumination which 
is neceſſary to the ſaving uptaking' of theſe things, and 

which he is not bound to give to any, being a debtor 
to none, except in ſo far as be has been graciouſly 
pleaſed to oblige himſelf by free promiſe; and by giv- 
ing them up in a way of righteous judgment to their 
own ignorance, blindneſs and hardneſs of heart, as a juſt 
puniſhment, for their ſins, particularly fot their abuſe 
of the means of knowledge: Thus he gave up the Gen- 
tiles, for their abuſing what notices of God they had 
from the light of nature, Rom. i.; ard thus were the 
Jews given up in Chrilt's day, and c tinue under that 
judgment to this day, Ha. vi. comp ed with John: xii, 
39. 49. and alas! is not this the cafe wich multitudes 
in theſe laſt days? But this Judicial binding up the teſ- 
timony may be conſidered as it reſpects, i. wicked men 
and reprobates: from whom God. totally hides theſe 
things, as to any ſaving knowledge of them, thus Mat. 
xi. 25. He is faid to Hide theſe things fromthe wiſe and 
prudent, and to reveal them unte babes. 2. The Lord's 
own people, thoſe who have the root of the matter in 
them; the Lord, in'a way of contending with thein 
for their trauigreſſions, and eſpecially for not improv- 
ing and following hght when he gives it, but giviug up 
themſel ves to a deteſtable remraliry | in his cauſe may 
be provoked to bind up the teſtimony from them, as 
to what is the preſent truth and duty of the day g and 
to leave them io wander ſadly in the darkneſs of error, 
and to miſtake their way. Aaron, the faint of God, 
made a calf: and the apoſtle ſuppoſes, that fuch as hold 
the ſoundation may build thereupon wood, hay and ſtubs 
ble. which in the iflue ſhall be burnr, and the man ſuffet 
loſs; yet he himſelf be ſaved, but ſo as by fire, 1 Cor; iii, 
12. 15. Is not this ſadly the caſe at this day: whey ma- 
* who, we baye g ground ro think, belong tothe Lord, 
4 are 


* 
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ate ſo bewildered; embracing Latitudinarian tenets, tothe 
' ſubverſion of any teſtimony for the cauſe of Chriſt, — 


and ſignalizing thernſelves in oppoſicion to a covenanted 
work of reformation, juſtly looked upon in former days 
as the glory of theſe lands? | | | * 
IAthly, This judicial blinding of men and binding up 
the teſtimony, is, as to many, the effect of the miniſtry 
of Chriſt's ſervants. This may ſeem ſtrange; while 
the proper end of ſending miniſters to publiſh this 


teſtimony and law, is the bringing men to the know- 


ledge thereof to their ſalyation: But, however ſtrange, | 


it is true. Many a precious ſoul ſplits upon the Rock 


of ſalvation, / As the ſame ſun that makes flowers more 
fragrant; makes the dunghill more noiſom; the ſame 


heat that melts wax, hardens clay: ſo the ſame Jeſus 


is ſet for the fall and ri ing again of many in Iſrael, Luke 


ii. 34- The {ame word of reconciliation, that to ſome is 
the ſavour of life unto life, is to others the ſavour of death 


unto death, 2 Cor. ii. 16. The words of Chriſt's mouth, 


that prove quickening io ſome, prove killing to others, 
14. xi. 4. Hol. vi, 3. and miniſters may be ſent with a 
goſpel diſpenſation among à people, the proper ten- 
dency of which is to open their eyes, and yet ha ve it 


in commiſſion from the Lord, to ſhut their eyes, and + 
their ears, and to harden their hearts, leſt they ſee with 
their eyes, &c. Iſa. vi. 9, o.; where what we have ſeen 
aſcribed to people themſelyes as their heinons fin, and 


to God as a juſt and righteous judgment,—is aſcribed 
to the miniſtry of the prophet, as being ſome way in- 


2 erg in bringing about this judgment from the 


and of God. But ſome may be ſaying, How can 


| theſe things be? We anſwer, This is not the proper 


end and deſign of the miniſtry of the word,---but. to 
turg men from darkneſs to light, from the power of Sa- 
tan unto God; yet thro?! mens corruption, it comes to 


have this effect, and to be the occaſion of their being 
dlinded and hardened, Iſa. xxyiii. 13. 7 be word off the 
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Lord was unto then, precept upon precept t hat they 
night go and fall backward, and be broken, and ſnared, 
and taken. Chriſt himſelf ſays, John ix. 39. For judg- 
ment ] am come into this world, that they which ſee not 
might ſee, and that they which ſee might be made blind; 
that thoſe who thipk they ſee and excel others, may, 
through the juſt judgment of God, be fo dazzled with 
the ſplendor of the light as to become blind. While 
-mens corruptions are not ſubdued by the grace of God 
.through the means of the word, they are more irritat- 
ed 150 enraged; and ſo they rebel againſt the light, 
and thus come o be more aw fully blinded and hard- 
ened, and in the iſſue to receive a greater damnation ; 
Jo that they fall back ward, are broken, ſaared and 
taken, and the word of Chriſt proves to them a ſtone 
of ſtumbling, and a rock of offence. Such an iſſue of 
a goſpel-miniſtry is very awful, and what, as we ob- 
et ved before, miniſters are not to wilh for, nor take 
pleaſure in; ſeeing God takes not. pleaſure in the 
death of ſinners. But they are, after Chriſt's exam- 
ple, to adore divine ſovere guty, Mat. xi. 25, 26. and 
to rejoice that, in all things, God ſhall be glorified. 
But we have dwelt long enough on this melancholy 
part of our ſubject; let us now turn our eyes to 0 
light ſide of the cloud, and + | 
III. Conſider the mereiful e, in this gra- 
cious effect of a goſpel-miniſtry, the ſealing the law 
among Chri/t's diſciples. Here we may obſer ve hl 
things, 
iſt, The law may be lid to be ſealed among 
Chrilt's diſciples, when they are brought, through the 
Spirit's operation, to know and believe it; to a certain 
perſuaſion of rhe truth of what is contained in God's 
word, fo as to embrace and cloſe with the truth. The? 
many things in it may be dark to them, yet they can- 
not but believe all that God ſays, upon the footing of 
. own teſtimony ; and fo they echo back to the law 
| GS * 
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publiſhed from mount Zion, Theſe are the trus faymngs of , 

God, and as to very: article of divine truth, This is @ © 
faithful ſaying. This is to fet to the ſeal that God: 15 true, 
John iii. 33. God's law is indeed moſt firm truth ; and 
all that is contained in it is of the moſt undoubted cer- 
tainty, whether we belie ve it or not, as leaving. the ſeal 
of God's authority ſtamped upon it: but it is when 

| men are brought, difciple-like, to this believing per- 
ſuaſion of the truth, that it is ſealed among them; as it 

| is this ſealing that is here ſpoken of, Seal the law a= 
_ mong my diſciples. 

* Sly, The law may be ſaid to be ſeated among his 
diſciples,----when the law, carried home with power 
upon their hearts, makes a deep, abiding and tranf- 
forming l upon them. This will always be 
the caſe, w the forementioned believing perſuaſion 
of the truth is wrought in the foul by the Holy Ghoſt, 
This is to put his latys into their mind, and write them 
in their hearts; fo as they are the epi/tle of \ bes 
written, not with ink, but with the l af the vi 4 
(God not in tables of tone, but in flelbiy e of t 
Bear, Heb. viii. 10. 2 Cor. ii. 3. and here we may 


more particularly notice, | Br 
I. A ſeal makes a deep and abiding bmprelgon upon 3 
the wax; ſo this is a thorough work upon the heart and 9 
ſoul, that candot be defaced again, or erazed by all the | ©! 
malie of hell and eatth. The word, in reſpect of its | = 
abiding impreſſion, is like a nail faſtencd in a ſore Fa i , 55 
by the Maſter of aſſemblies. 5 
2. The ſeal ſtamps upon the wax the very image of P 9 
iefelf. fo as there is au 22 reſemblance between the * . 
ſeal and the impreſſion made by it: So this ſealing of oy 
the kw ſtamps upon the foul the very image of God, "y F 
a tranſcript of which: we have in his word,---fo as the es 


new may in the diſciples of Chriſt is renewed after the 
TY him that n bun ad the law in the | na) 
ihr heart, the! 
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'*  heart,and the law in the word, anſwer to one another, 


as the teal and the impreſſion made by it. 

3. The ſeal diſtinguiſheth the thing ſealed from o- 
ther things: So the diſciples of Chriſt, upan whom 
the law is ſealed, are by this ſealing diſtinguiſhed 
from all others, from the moſt refined hypocrites, 
My fheep, ſays the great Shepherd, hear my voice, and 
{ know them; as being marked and diſtinguiſhed by my 
word and ſpirit. There is indeed a counterfeitof God's 

race,---there is a feigned faith, love and repentance ; 
a they are quite different from the ſaving graces af 


the ſpirit of God. The difference is not gradual,” but 
* ; they are things ofa quite different nature and 

ind. 8 8 | | | 
4. Sealing ſets things apart, and-fecnres them from 
yitious intromiſſion; ſo goods are ſealed, that they may. 
be ſecured to the lawful owner : Thus the Spirit, by 


the word ſent home on the hearts of believers, ſeals 


them to the day of redemption, Eph. iv. 30.; they are, 
as it were, marked and ſet aſide for the Lord's uſe, and 


to be poſleſiars of the heavenly inheritance. 


5. Sealing is for confirming, ler. xxxii. 10, 11. 7 


fubſerthed the evidence, and ſealed it: So this ſealing of 


the law on the hearts of diſciples, when the Spirit gra- 


cioufly ſhines upon his own work in them and diſcovers . 


it to them, confirms them as to their intereſt in the hea- 
venly inheritance ; for thus the Spirit brings them to 
the ſenſible aſſurance of ſalvation, Eph. i. 13. After 
that 5 belieued, ye were ſealed with that holy ſpirit of 
rome. P LY 
zaly, The law may be ſaid to be fealed among Chriſt's . 
diſciples, when, as the fruit of d being thus power- 
fully applied io their ſouls, they are brought to ſeal 
it dutifully. Their ſealing it indeed does not add any 


thing to its intrinſic worth or cextaimy; yet the Lord 
may be ſaid to ſeal the law among them, in leading 


them out to put their ſeal to it: And chiß ay be done 


various 


A 
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various ways. We ſhall not inſiſt on their ſcaling it in 
a way of believing it, which is to ſet to the ſeal that 
God is true; of which before: and indeed, without 
this, all their ſealing of it otberways will be vain, as to 
any ſaving benefit to themſelves, or gracious acceptance 
with God ; for without faith it is 2 to Pleaſe 
Lone Bur here, 

. They are to ſet to their ſeal, by an open fairhful 
profeſſion and confeſhon of Chriſt and his truths. It 
is a law of the God of Zion, Zion thy Gad confeſs: 
The hundred and forty four thouſand with the Lamb 
on mount Zion, had his Father's name «written in their 
fereheads, Rev. xiv. 1. Every one in their ſtation, mi- 
niſters and other office-bearers of the church in their 
ſtation, and private Chriſtians in theirs, are to make 
this open and fall profeſſion of Chrilt's truths; and 
give in their teſtimony, as his witneſſes, in oppoſition 


ro all gainſayers. Te are my witneſſes, ſaith the Lord. 


that I am God, Ifa. xliii. 12. Men may talk of it as 
they will, as a matter of indifferency what be mens 
profeſſion; if they be good Chriſtians," as they fay : 
But we are ſure, that there is no ſuch doctrine raughe 


in the law and teſtimony. A holy profeſſion is enjoin- 


ed. as well as a holy converſation ; and corruption in 
principle, is found to introduce corruption in practice. 
Whether they deſerve the name of good Chriſtians 


who can ſpeak lightly of any of the truths of Chriſt, 


or at leaſt whether in ſo domg they are acting as tuch, 
OY the law and the teſtimony judge. But, 


They are to. ſet to their ſeal by a holy converſa- 


Bop. confirming the genuineneſs of their profeſſion. 
To keep the garments clean, to have a well ordered 
convertation, a converſation that manifeſts a regard to 
bath ables of the law, and wherein every duty has a 
place, and its own proper place, —adorns the doctrine 


of God our Saviour, and proves fealing and confirming 


to others about 83 yea, {cmetin e; winning to their 
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adverſaries. Thus the law-written on their hears, is, 


as it were, wrote over again in their Jives.and prettice, 


copying after Chriſt ; for he that ſaith he obideth in 


im, oF e fa lc fo to walk, even as he WHEY, 


1 Job n ii. 6. 

3. They may be called to ſeal it with their oath. It 
is uſual enough among men, as ro matters of weight, 
parijcularſy when they become matters of cotnroverſy, 


for witneftes'to ſeal their tellimony wich an oath; and © 
an oo i confirmation, is an end of all ſirife, Heb. 
vi. 6, And not only are Chtiſt's diſciples called 


to ſeal his teſtimony and law in partaking of baptiſm 
and the Lord's ſupper; the feals of the ch epant of 
grace under the New Teſtament, which imply à ſolemn 
oath ; but they may be called, upon proper cccaſions, 
to a formal and explicit avouching of the Lord to be 


their God, and devoting of themlelves to him to be his 


people,—ſwearing by the great name of the Lord, that 
they approve of, and through grace will adhere to his 
truths and cauſe. © There are many premiſes in the Old 


Teſtement, as Ifaiah xix. 18, 21. xbv! 3, 5 XIV. 23. G. 
which undoubredly lock to New Teſtament times; ang 
Point this forth as a duty, in theſe days to be practiſcd. 


They cannot be und erſtood only of the ſolemn profeſt 
ſion that is made in the receiving of baptiſm and the 


Lord's ſupper: For theugh no doubt an oatli is in- 


plied in theſe, yet the expreſſions they ſhall feetar to | 
the Lord of Hojts, ſhall vc a vow to the Lord, one 


ball jay ] am the Lord's, another f all ful ſcribe 1 
hig hand to the Lord, &c. mult teter o a formal ax 


plicit ſwearing by tHe great name of the Lord; cr elſe 
we may weſt the ſcripꝛure to any meaning ve pleafe; 
No words can be conceived mote plain and expreſs to 
the purpoſe, than thoſe of the prophet. ' Beſides,” thee 
Old Teſtament-church had ſeals of the ſame covenant 


of grace, for ſubſtance the fame with thoſe upder the 


New; 155 to theſe they were A on certain 6ccalions; 
= | to 
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various ways. We ſhall not inſiſt on their ſcaling it in 
a way of believing it, which is to ſet to the ſeal that 
God is true; of which before: and indeed, without 
this, all their ſealing of it otherways will be vain, as to 
any ſaving benefit to themſelves, or gracious acceptance 
with God ; for without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God. But here, | N 15 

1. They are to ſet to their ſeal, by an open faithful 
proſeſſion and confeſſion of Chriſt and his truths. It 
is a law of the God of Zion, Zion thy Gad confeſs: 
The hundred and forty four thouſand with the Lamb 
cn mount Zion, had his Father's name «written in their 
fereheads, Rev. xiv. 1. Every one in their ſtation, mi- 
niſters and other office-bearers of the church in their 
ſtation, and private Chriſtians in theirs, are to make 
this open and fall profeſſion of Chriſt's truths; and 
give in their teſtimony, as his witneſſes, in oppoſition 


ro all gainſayers. Te are my witneſſes, ſaith the Lord. 


that I am God, Ifa. xliii. 12. Men may talk of it as 
they will, as a matter of indifferency what be mens 
profeſſion; if they be good Chriſtians," as they fay 
But we are ſure, that there is no ſuch doctrine taught 


in the law and teſtimony. A holy profeſſion is enjoin- 


ed, as well as a holy converſation; and corruption in 
principle, is found to introduce corruption in practice. 
Whether they deſerve the name of good Chriſtians 


who can ſpeak lightly of any of the truths of Chriſt; 
or at leaſt whether in ſo domg they are acting as fuch, 


let the law ard ihe teſtimony judge. But, 


2. They are to ſet to their ſeal by a holy converſa- 


tion, confirming the genuineneſs of their profeſſion. 
To keep the garments clean, to have a well ordered 
convertation, a converfation that manifeſts a regard to 
both (ables of the law, and wherein every duty has a 
place, and its own proper place,—adorns the dectrine 


of God our Saviour, and proves ſealing and confirming 


to others about them; yea, {Cmetin e; winning to their 
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adverſaries. Thus the law written on their hears, is, 


as it were, wrote over again in their lives and practice, 
copying after Chriſt ; for he that ſaith he abideth in 
'him, ought himſelf a lo fo to wall, even as he walked, 


2 1 John ii. 6. 

3. They may be called to ſeal it with thetr oath. It 
is uſual enough among men, as ro matters of weight, 
partjcularty when they become matters of comroverfy, 
for witneſtes to ſeal their tellimony wich an cath ; and 
an oath for confirmation, is an end of all ſiriſe, Heh. 


vi. 6, 16. And not only are Chrilt's diſciples called 


to ſeal his reſtimony and law in partaking of baptiſm 
and the Lord's ſupper; the feals of the co epant of 


grace under the New Teſtament, which imply à ſolemn 


oath ; but they may be called, upon proper occaſions, 
to a formal and explicit avouching of the Lord to be 


their God, and devoting of themlelves to him to be his 


people, —ſwearing by the great name of the Lord, that 


they approve of, and through grace will adhere to his 


truths and cauſe. There are many premiſes in the Old 


Teſtement, as Ifaiah xix. 18, 21. xhv! 3,'5 XIV. 23. Cc. 


which undoubtedly lock to New Teſtament times; and 


point this forth as a duty, in theſe days to be pradti iſed. 


They cannot be underſtood only of the folemn profeſs 
ſion that is made in the receiving of baptiſm ard the 


Lord's ſupper: For theugh no doubt an oath is jin- 


plied in theſe, yet the expreſſions they ſhall feetar to 
the Lord of Hojts, ſhall vet d vow to the Lord, ore 


fall jay 1 am the Lord's, anther Hall ful ſcribe ds. | 


tis hand to the Lord, &c. mult reter' ro a formal ex- 
plicit {wearing by the great name of the Lord; cr elfe 
we may welt the ſcrip:ure to any meaning we pleate! 
No words can be conceived more plain and expfeſs to 
the purpoſe, than thoſe of the prophet. ' Beſides,” the 
Old Teſtumenr-church had ſeals of the ſame covenant 


_ of grace, for ſubſtance the fame with thoſe under the 


FER yer to hefe they were c, on certain occaſions, 
> to 
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10 ſaperadd this ſolemn act of expreſs ſwearing. Why 


then ſhould it be pled, that no-more is intended by 
theſe expreſſions, as they refer to New Teſtament-days, 
than a profeſſion of Chriſt and ſubmitting to his ordi- 
nances, particularly a partaking of the ſeals of the co- 
yenant ; ſeeing it is evident, that theſe expreſſions 
meant ſomething further in the days of the prophets? 


Neither can it be ſaid with any reaſon, that theſe arg 


only promiſes of New Teſtament worſhip in the Old 
Teſtament ſtile, and {a not literally to be underſtoed 


of religious ſwearing. For though we grant that ſuch - 


romiſes are to be found in the Old Teſtamenr, as ip 


fa. xix. 19, 21. there is a promiſe of an altar and a 
ſacrifice; yet the ſcripture plainly ſhews us what was 
typified add prefigured. by theſe, and fo affords us au 


explication of ſuch promiſes; But what was the anti- 
type of religious ſwearing, we ſuppoſe the adverſaries 
of this work themſelves cannot ſhew. Beſides, this duty 
is not any way ceremonial, but moral in its nature; 
and moral duties are binding under every diſpenſation. 
It is required in the firſt and third commandments, as 


they are well explained in our Larger Catechiſm: ang 
it is ſtrange that any who profeſs an adherence to our 

excellent ſtandards, ſhould ſtand op the other ſide. 
There are not wanting arguments from the New Teſ- 


tament alſo, particularly, we may argue from 2 Cor. 
viii. 5. This place cannot be underſtood merely of a pro- 


feſſed ſubjection ro Chriſt, in ſubmitting to the ordi 


nances of word and ſacraments; for this could be no 


more than the apoſtles expected from a church: But 
this they. did not as we. hoped, (ſays he) but firſt gave 
fhbeir um ſelves to the Lord. Nor can it be tacan only 
of deroting a part of their ſubſtance to the ule of the 


ſaints; for this is otherways expreſsly ſpoken of 
in the context: and here, the manner in which they 


. proceeded is ſet forth; firſt in order dedicating them: - 
n Lords a chem. eee Bore 


- a a  m«<« J,/c uu ©: 


% 
"wow © wu nc cn , ww .o 


wc aw oo ow r 4-4 6+ wi ww tf oc kt... 


( 23 ) 
furely is covenanting, as to the matter of it; and as to 
the manner of it likewiſe, in ſwearing by the name of 
the Lord. Ir is ſtrange, that ſuch as allow the warrant- 
ableneſs of an oath under the New Teſtament, in a 
matter of weight and controverſy, and that it is a ſo- 
lemn act of religious worſhip; ſhould deny it to be war- 
tantable in a matter of ſuch weight as God's eternal 
truth, and where the controverſy is between God and 
Baal. There being no expreſs precept for it in ſo-many 
words in the New Teſtament, will never conclude againſt 
a moral duty; while the whole teſtimony and law is 
the rule of our faith and practice: and God has ſeen 
meet, for holy ends, thus to leave occaſion to men of 
corrupt minds to pervert the truth. But by the ſame 
argument, other doctrines of our holy religion, which 
the oppoſers of this profeſs adherence to, would fall 
tothe ground. Much more might be ſaid on this ſubject, 
but it would not be proper to inſiſt further on the pre- 
ſent occaſton. | | 

4 Miniſters are to ſet to theit ſeal to the law, by 
doctrinally giving in their teſtimony to all the points and 
articles of it; keeping nothing back of the counſel of 
God: and church judicatures, judicially teſtifying a- 
gainſt errors and immoralities, aſſerting the traths of 


©, © Chriſt, eſpecially when controverted and oppos'd, and 


tedſuring the erroneous and ſcandalons,--+are to ſet te 
their ſeal to this law, like Chriſt's difciples. | 
5. Diſciples may be called to ſeal it with their blood, 
by fuffering for the cauſe of Chriſt. We have not yet 
reliſted unto blood; but thus has a teſtimony for the 
truths of Chriſt been handed down to us in theſe lands, 
a teſtimony for a covenanted work of reformatjon, 
which calls for our notice. For though indeed it is 
not mens teſtimony that we are to found our faith up- 
Vt, it myſt not ſtand in the wiſdom of men, but in the 
power of God; yet no opinion ſhould be embraced, 
unleſs clearly made out from the word of God. 
pf Th | s 1 that 
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that imports that our worthy forefathers, who: bad 
evidently ſuch a ſhare of the divine countenance in 
their ſuſterings, died as fools die: and I am ſure-that 
_ this is the plain import of the Latitudioarian principles 
Which are aboundiog among profeſſors at this day. We 
proceed to obſerve, 

- qthly, The law may be ſaid to be ſcaled among 
Ctin's diſci ples, when the Lord preſerves it among them, 
and keeps, it pure, in ſpite of all efforts from Satan; 
from vile heretics and wicked perſecurers, his agents 
and inſtruments. He has committed it as a facred de- 
poſitum to the church; and there is a remarkable hand 
2 providence to be ſzen in preſerving it in the church, 
and handing it down pure from one generation to a- 


nother. For it is written for the generation to come, 


and the . which ſhall be created, ſhall praiſe the 
Lord, Ptal, cii. 18. 
'cihly, and laſtly; This ſealing of the law which we 


have been ſpeaking of in the preceding parciculars, is 


brought about by the miniſtry of Chrilt's, ſervants; 


hence he ſays to them, Sea! the law among my di iſciples, y 
-3. This is the mean of begetting faith in the heart; 
| bence the goſpel is called che word of faith which we 


preach : and the apoltle lays, Faith cometh by hearing. 


2. It is the inſtrument of regeneration and ſanctification, 


. 1. 18. John xvii. 17. It is by this that the law is 


written on their hearts; and the image of God ſtamped 
upon them, as an inſtrument in the hand of the divine 
Spirit. 3. And fo it is the mean of bringing, through. 
the Lord's bleſſing, to the profeſſion and obedience of 


this teſtimony and law, from the faith of it in the heart, 


| Rom. x. 9. 10, 17. compared. 4, This miniſtry is the 


mean of pee rring the, doctrines of Doris from 735 


r 
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IV. To make fome ſhort improvement of what has 


n ſaid; which may be done, in addteſſing ourſelves 


.. to ſome ſorts of perſons. 

iſt, There is here a foundation for addreſſing the 
miniſters of Chriſt, to whom this text particularly looks; 
Bind up the teſtimony, ſeal the law among my diſciples. 
Let me uſe the freedom then, to direct myſelf to my 
Brethren in the miniſtry in a few words; deſiring to 
take the ſame exhortations to myſelf. 


FarnERS and BRETHREN, | 

Me are placed in a very high and eminent ſtation; 
being the heralds of the King of Zion, ambaſſadors for 
God. We are called to a very weighty, tho* honourable 
work; to publiſh God's law and teſtimony. The iſſue 
of our labours, while helped to a faithful diſcharge of 
our truſt, is very important and momentous ; while 
they muſt prove either the favour of life unto life, or 
of death unto death, to thoſe we miniſter yin 11 ror 
. binding up the teſtimony from them, or a ſealing the 
Jaw among them, In our place and calling, we are ex- 
poſed to various ſnares and temptations; from the frowns 
and flatteries of Satan and the world without, and from 
the deeeitfu} workings of unbelief and other corruptions 
within. Let us then be concerned, 


t. To make ſure of being Chriſt's diſciples ourſelves; 


und to have experience of this reſtimony and law being 
fealed home upon our own hearts, while we declare it 
to others. Tho? one in a ſtate of nature may be called 
to the work of the miniſtry, yet it is a moſt heartleſs 
thing to preach an unknown Chriſt, It is an awful 
r#ue, for lach as preach Chriſt to others, to be caſt away 
themſelves. A maſter in Iſrael ignorant of the new birth, 
a man of God without God in the world, a miniſter of 
Chrift in league with Satan,---is a ſhocking abſurdity. 
Graceleſs miniſters are not likely to be inſtruments of 
doing much good WIS TR the Lord may do 
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in a way of ſovereignty. It is good when miniſters can 


fay, that which we have ſeen and heard declare we unto 
you; and theſe things write we, ſpeak we unto you, that 
ye may have fellotoſbip with us, and truely our fellowſhip 


is with the Father and with his Son Feſus Chriſt. 
2. Let. us be concerned to be well acquainted with, 


and to ſtudy much this teſtimony and law; the ſcriptures 


of truth, and the truths therein contain'd. It was the 
commendation of Apollos (Acts xviii.,24.) that he was 
mighty in the ſcriptures; and of Timothy, that from a 
child be had known the holy ſcriptures. There are o- 
ther branches of knowledge that are uſeful, and in their 
own place neceſſary ; but it is in this reſpe they are ſo, 
as they .conduce to our further acquaintance with this 
teſtimony and law: and therefore, the volume of God's 
book is to be our chief ſtudy. The command looks to 
us in a particular manner, Search the ſcriptures, for they 
are they which teſtiſ of me. 7 | 
3. Let us ſtudy, through grace, a faithful diſcharge 
of our truſt; to fulfill our miviſtry, which we have re- 
ceived of the Lord. Let us doctrinally declare all God's 
teſtimony and law; keeping back nothing to gain mens 


favcur, or for fear of their diſpleaſure. Our commil- 


ſion is to teach them 70 obſerve all things whatſcever 
Chriſt has commended us. Paul could ſay, I have not 


ſhunned to declare unto you all the counſel of God. And 
if we ſeek to pleaſe men, we are not the ſeryants of 


Chriſt. | Particularly we are, in this reſpect, faithfully 
to teſtify againſt preſent errors and defections; and 
appear for whatever is, the preſent truth, the word 
of Chriſt's patience: And 'as watchmen to ſound an 
alarm to our people; when we ſee danger approach- 
ing, error and defection creeping in, or judgments. im- 
pending. For if the trumpet give an uncertain ſound, 
who (hall prepare himſelf to the battle? We are alſo 


to deliver our meſſage with plainneſs and ſimplicity, * 


not uſing the enticeing words of man's'wifdom; or 
- * : | x ; . 
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be deeply affected with the rum of immorral fouls, and 
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ſeeking to diſtinguiſh ourſelyes by politeneſs of ſtile 
and expreſſion, or by adorning the truths of Chritt 


with human oratory. The ſimplicity of the goſpel is 


its beauty: and to depart from the ſerip ure {tile, or to 
ſeek to ailorn goſpel truths by human art, proves, inſtead 
of adorning, to be a marring of their beauty; it is like 
gilding a diamond, or wrapping a cloth about the edge 
of 'a ſword, which ſpoils the luſtre” of the one, and 
blunts the edge of the other. And judicially, we 
muſt be concerned faithfully to condemn error and de- 
fection, to aſſert the truth, and to cenſure the errone- 
ous and ſcandalous: and in all to act fo, as it may be 
faid to each in the iſſue, Well done, thou g. Ae 
faithful ſervant.” , 

4. In all this, we mould he concerned to have a ſingle 
eye to the glory of God and the good of fouls, Mi- 


niſters, above all, ſhould have the eye ſingle, To them 


to live ſhould be Chriſt, and his increaſing, the fulfilling 
of their joy. And they are to travail as in birth till 


Chriſt be formed in ſouls; and to count all their pains 
and toil well beitowed, it they be inſtrumental of but 


f one ſoul to Chriſt. 

5 Let us have our eye ta the Lord himſelf, for ſuc- 
eſs in our miniſtrations. Paul may plant and Apollos 
water, but it is God that giveth the increaſe. The weapons 
of our warfare are mighty through God. His bleſſing 
can make weak means effectual, for accompliſhing great 
ends. By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, at the 
blowing of rams horns. We are but as tools, and can 
do nothing but as employed by the great and {kiltul 
worker. 

- 6. As to the melancholy iflue of our labours with 
many, in binding up the teſtimony, and their proving 
the favour of death unto death; let us, after Chriſt's ex- 
ample, adore diviue ſorcreignty, Mat, xi. 25. and let us 


at 


1289 


at the ſame time rejoice that God ſhall be glorified; 


for we are unto God a ſweet ſavour ef Chriſt in them that 
are ſaved, and in them that periſh. 


7. Let us depend on the Lord, for ſtrength to carry 


us through in our work and warfare: he ſends none out 
on their own charges. He backs our commiſſion with, 
Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world, Amen. Be jtrong, ſays he, and work; for 1 am 
with you, ſaith the Lord of hoſts. When he ſends us 


forth then with ſuch a commiſhon,--- Bind up the teſta- 


mony, . the law amang my di 1/caples ; let our anſwer 
be will go in the Nrength of the Lord Gad, we 
will make mention of thy righteouſneſs, even of thine 


enly. 


2dly, We may direct ourſelves to ſuch as have not 


the ſaying knowledge of this teſtimony and law. 

1. Conſider what a melancholy ſtate and condition 
ye are in; ye are in darkneſs, under the power of ſpi- 
ritual blindneſs, under the power of Satan the prince of 
| darkneſs; without Chriſt, without God, without hope 
in the world. 

2, Conſider that, while the goſpel proyes not the 
mean of enlightening and renewing you, you will be 


the mere blinded and hardned under it. It will not re- 


turn empiy; but either tend to your ſalvation, or greater 
condemnation, 


3. Conſider that by and by, if mercy prevent not,— 


theſe things which belong to your peace will be hid 


from your eyes, Luke xix. 42. They may come to be 


ſo, through the Lord's depriving you of the goipel ; 
removing the candleſtick out of its place, as he did with 


the Jews: or through the Lord's judicially giving 


you up to blindneſs and hardneſs of heart; ſaying, My 
ſpirit ſhall no more ſtrive with that man; faying to 


conſcience, to ordinances, and providences, Ler him a= - 


lone; ſaying to miniſters, Bind up the teſtimony. hut 


his ches, make his heart fat: and this is a more aw- ' 
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| law ſealed upon them and among them, as Chriſt's diſ- 


and the law ſealed. 
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fol jabs 8 perſon or peaple, en 
mine or peſtilence. And they! may be bid by death; 


after which there is no plate for repentance, though 
one ſought it carefully with tears. Therefore, 15 
4. Be concerned to improve the day of your our merci - 

ful viſitation ; and to cry to God, through Chriſt, — 
that he may lighten your eyes, leſt you fleep the lleep 
of death; that he may open your eyes, to ſce wonders - 
put of his law: to which the promiſe may encourage 
you, In that day the eyes of the Plind 400 ſer out 
ebſcurity, and out of darkneſs, 

2dly, We may direct ourſelyes to ſuch as have the 


RAE 
| 1. Adore the freedom and ſovereignty of God's 
—_ who has ſo 1 you 1 and give him all 


the glory. It is by the grace of God yop are What 
you are. 


. Cleave to the Lord with aſe of heart ; and 
beware of barring out light, as to any part of the 
Lord's cauſe and teſtimony. This diſhonours the Lord, 
and provokes him to hide theſe things from you; 
and ſo to deny you the hanour of faithfully appearing 
for him, in a perverſe and crooked generation; and 
may bring upon you heavy fatherly ſtrokes. For 
though he pardon his Reople, he will take vengeance 
on their inventions. | 

3. Walk as them that are lo highly nn let 
your converſation. be as it becometh the goſpel of Chriſt, 


4. Hrethren pray for us, and the ſucceſs of our mi- 
niſtry. 


5. Pity them from whom the teſtimony is he us, 


This certainly e diſciples, 
Athly, We exhort all in general, 


1. To prize a goſpel diſpenſation; it is the miniſtra- 
tion of righteouſneſs for the juſtification, and the mini- 


{tration of the Spirit: for the ſanctification of ſinners. 1 K 
8 a ligne. 


* 
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. a light ſhining in a dark place, it is the word of life; 


| it ought therefore to be much prized. & 
þ 2 To improve it. While it is ſaid, i day i ye will 
' hear his voice. The improvement of it, by faich's 
} |  elaſing with Chriſt for falration, is the beſt way to 


manifeſt that we prize this our privilege. 
3. To examine and try what effect the goſpel has 
upon you; whether it be turning out, through the 
Lord's bleſſing, to your ſpiritual benefit: or if, in a 
way of righteous judgment, it be tending to your 
hurt; fo as to be likely to turn out in the iſſue, to 
A your greater condemnation. For it will prove to be a 
certain truth, and it is the ſum of all we have been 
ſaying. that both mercy. and judgment are diſplayed, 
in the eſſects of a goſpel miniſtry ; and either the one 
or the other will be made manifeſt, in the effect it 
comes to have upon every one under {ſuch a diſpenſa- 
tion: fecing it is ſaid by Chriſt, to thoſe whom he 
ſends forth to labour in his vine yard. Bind up the 
teſlimom, ſeal the law among my diſciples. Fa 


" ; 8 * 


— 3 þ \ : . 


— 


- 


, . — 
| 


=. £@ 


N 


99 


P E ” = A * 
* N — a © 4 1 * 
N \ f * 9 — - 
- 3 . wy | - „ = 
— ——— — tr eo rn err ere rr er Ye nr RE Dr DTT — — — 9 — * — 
1 0 1 | Mt 5 
© = © " * 
6 » -» * — 
- — 
E's | "8 994 * * 
+ 3 E bY g ” e 
* 
= - . 
, a 15 , 
- » a” of 
— 
* 


. 


2 — ; 
2 p . * 

8 x 

w 
_— 
S 

— 

* 


— 
_—_— 
oo 


d N * 1 * E re — 
r 


. 
a 
1 : 


- 
4 


2 


